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 Thoroughly explains why Minli 
poses the Dragon’s question  
 

 Describes 3 lessons Minli learned 
throughout the book 

 Adequately explains why Minli 
poses the Dragon’s question  
 

 Describes 2 lessons Minli learned 
throughout the book  

 Minimally explains why Minli poses 
the Dragon’s question 
 

  Describes 1 lesson Minli learned 
throughout the book 

 Does not explains why Minli poses 
the Dragon’s question  
 

 Describes no lessons Minli learned 
throughout the book 
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 Each paragraph contains a well-
developed topic sentence and 
supporting details.  
 

 Essay includes title and 
introductory paragraph, a body of 
3 or more paragraphs, and a 
concluding paragraph 
 

 

 Most paragraphs contain a well-
developed topic sentence and 
supporting details 
 

 Essay includes title and 4 of the 5 
following: introductory paragraph, 
a body of 3 or more paragraphs, 
and a concluding paragraph 
 

 

 Some paragraphs contain a well-
developed topic sentence and 
supporting details 

 

 Essay includes title and 3 of the 
following: introductory paragraph, 
a body of 3 or more paragraphs, 
and a concluding paragraph 
 

 

 Paragraphs do not contain a well-
developed topic sentence and 
supporting details  
 

 Essay includes title and less than 3 
of the following: introductory 
paragraph, a body of 3 or more 
paragraphs, and a concluding 
paragraph 
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 Writing contains very few errors 
for the amount written 
 
 
 

 Writing contains some errors 
for the amount written 

 
 

 

  Writing contains many errors 
for the amount written 
 

 

 Contains serious and 
distracting grammatical errors  
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 All entries into Reader’s Notebook 
are complete and accurate 

 Most entries into Reader’s 
Notebook are complete and 
accurate 

 Some entries into Reader’s 
Notebook are complete and 
accurate 

 No entries into Reader’s Notebook 
are complete and accurate 
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                            Total = ____ / 45  


